Cheltenham

Proposed Permanent Ban for cyclists
on the A40 Golden Valley Bypass

As many of you are aware a ban on cyclists using the Golden Valley Bypass was put
in place after structural defects were found in the bridges spanning the roundabout
above the M5. Thisban was subsequently renewed on atemporary basis. This sum
mer it was discovered that the highways agency intended to make this a permanent

ban. Cheltenham Cycle Campaign have |lodged formal objec-
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Whilst few would argue that thisis a pleasant route to cycle and
many are well aware of the main danger points, the access and
exit slip roads to the M5, the alternative which we areto be
forced to use is not much better. From 1985 to 2000 ; there were
12 cyclist casualties, including 3 fatalities on the A40, all con-
centrated at the M5 interchange; whereas on
the B4063, there were 46 casualties includ-
ing 1 fatality spread out along the whole
length of the route . Not only does this sup-
port our view that the B4063 is unsatisfac-
tory, but it indicates that, with a concentrated
provision at the M5 the A40 would be an
even more appropriate choice for cyclists.
The B4063 isin places poorly surfaced. The majority of the cy-
cle provisionis shared with pedestrians on an uneven footpath,
which has no right of way at any of the junctions. In many cases
the cycle way does not follow the guidelines of the Institute of
Highways and Transportation to which it should have been built
and in the usual fashion the cycle track disappearsjust whereitis
needed most.

(Continued on page 2)
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Reports we have received from cyclists
who use the B4063 bear out the assertion
that it is far from satisfactory or accept-
able.

It isregrettable that, during the eighteen
months of temporary ban, there have
been no apparent efforts by the High-
ways Agency to remedy the problems of
the Golden Valley or to ensure that the
alternative route is patently preferablein
all respects.

It is understood that the Police are instru-
mental in this proposed ban. It seems
that they have not fully assessed the facts
and instead of attempting to make laws,
we contend they should be enforcing
traffic laws on the B4063 in favour of

cyclists.

Further efforts are also being made by
the CTC. They have written to Trans-
port Secretary Alistair Darling, Steve
Norris, Chair of the Government’s Na-
tional Cycling Strategy (NCS) Board and
the Highways Agency’s Chris Popein
protest at the exclusion from this stretch
of road.

But the fundamental issue remains ‘A’
roads should be open to any class of
user. Furthermoreif this proposed banis
implemented there will surely be further
instances, across the country, where
rather than solving problems the High-
ways agency will resort to bans.

St George’s Road Closure

After nearly nine months of road works
onthe bridgein St George's Road, it
looks like an end may bein sight. For
those who drive their cars past this siteit
will come asawelcomerelief to seethe
traffic lights removed and have free two
way traffic once more. " Servesthem
right" we hear you all say? Sadly though,
many cyclists feel the same way because
since January 8th 2002 the cyclists' jour-
ney past these works have been equally
disrupted, and throughout there has not
been much real consideration for cyclists
needs.

For months cyclists were obliged to dis-
mount onto the footway, when for several
weeks the passage for cyclists on the road
would have been quitefeasible. Respon-
sible cyclist reluctantly did indeed dis-
mount; many others who remained on
their bikestook care when cycling past

pedestrians, and ami-
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nority simply ignored

traffic lights and pedestrians to ride at
break neck speed on and off theroad, in-
creasing the resentment of non-cyclists
towards us. Many car driverstoo showed
their anger and frustration by ignoring
warning signsand signals, but sadly itis
the behaviour of the "selfish” cycliststhat
people remember most. Thank goodness
thisis nearly over then.

"No pain, no gain" iswhat they say. So
what have we gained? It istoo early

to reach firm conclusions yet, but welll
have red painted cycle lanes as ap-
proachesto advance stop lines on the new
junctions. Let'sjust hope that someone
somewhere seesfit to police thisalittle
more vigorously than ASLs elsewherein
thetown. We have an el egant new bridge
to link together the temporarily bisected
Honeybourne cycle track. We'll have a
large new store to shop within (not sure
we needed one though), but this store has
areputation as an environmentally aware




organisation and may be introducing an
interesting scheme to promote cycling to
their store - watch this space. The St
James Street site also has included some
new bits of cycle lane too.

Clearly then, the needs of us cyclists have
not gone un-noticed, or havethey?
CCC fear thereality will not match the
expectation. The quiet and convenient
route from the west towards the town
centreviaMillbrook street seemsto have
been lost forever. The cycle tracks that
are being provided on the new sitewill be
OK for thekids on Sunday afternoon,
perhaps OK for that leisurely bikeride to
the shops. Y et CCC are far from con-
vinced that these new facilitieswill serve

The New Cycle/Footpath Bridge, close to the new Waitrose Store

any useful purpose for the commuting
cyclist asthey don't appear to lead any-
wherein particular and seem to include
very sharp turns, some steep gradients,
even stepsin placestoo. Those of you
with trailer bikes, trikes or tandems arein
for afun timethen. So in general it seems
that commuting cyclistswill be out there
with the other traffic in the rush of the
ring road, jostling for our right to ride on
the roads that we all have to pay for. Only
time will tell how it all will work, but at
the present time CCC believe that this
new development is an opportunity
missed. Missed by how much remainsto
be seen.

Alison Parfitt to talk after Cycle Campaign AGM

Alison is aconsultant who has worked with a Multi-
Modal Study and will be talking about her work and ex-

periences.

She has been involved, for some time, with the Chelten-
ham Environment Forum and Centre for Change.
Thetalk is expected to last about half an hour and will
follow the A.G.M. on Wednesday 6th November 2002
inroom TC108 Francis Hall Campus. The A.G.M. will

start promptly at 7.30 p.m.

http://www.cyclecheltenham.org.uk



Are the Insurance Companies
trying to make the Law?

In yet another case an insurance com-
pany has attempted to reduce the dam:
ages it was supposed to pay because the
cyclist was not wearing a helmet.

It would seem that they are trying to do
what the government could not and force
cycliststo wear a helmet.

The National Insurance and Guarantee
Corporation (NIG), part of the Credit
Swisse Group, reduced it’s out of court
damages offer despite admitting their
driversliability for the collision.

NIG is claiming contributory negligence
because the cyclist was not wearing a
helmet. Thereis no legal requirement for
cycliststo wear helmets but cyclists fear
that if NIG is successful, they will be
forced to bear some of the responsibility
for reckless driving.

CTC Director Kevin Mayne said: “This
isacase of the big man bullying thelittle
man. NIG istrying it on not because it
believesits stance is right but because it
knows cyclists don’t have the money to
fight thistype of casein court.”
“Caseslikethis are crucial to the future
of cycling in the UK. Insurers regularly
make spurious claims of contributory
negligence and, if we allow NIG to suc-
ceed, insurerswill continue to duck re-
sponsibility for clients' incompetence.
NIG’sclaim is scandal ous and must be
dropped. Otherwise, clients will

A4l in Walsal in March 1999. He suf-
fered serious head injuries, a broken col-
lar bone and severe bruising in the crash.
NIG has reduced its out of court offer of
£100,000 by 15 per cent claiming con-
tributory negligence because Millett, 63,
was not wearing a helmet. The company
claimsthat failure to wear a cycle helmet
isas irresponsible asignoring seatbelt,
motorbike helmet and drink driving
laws.

The caseis not thefirst in which an in-
surer has attempted to shift some of re-
sponsibility for injuries onto a cyclist
when the cyclist has not been at fault.
CTC hascalled on cyclists and others
concerned with road safety to write, call
and email NIG to condemn the com-
pany’ s move. In acase last year, Provi-
dent Insurance lost money as outraged
clients cancelled their policiesin protest.
In countries where helmets are manda-
tory (the USA, Australia, New Zealand,
Canada), the numbers of cyclists have
dropped by up to 40 per cent. CTC says
that it isdriving standards, not the effect
on the victim that should be addressed.
In countries such as Holland where there
are far more cyclists, very few wear hel-
mets because motorists drive more
safely.

withdraw custom from a business

whose practices are unjust and mor-

ally reprehensible.”

Alan Millet, from Walsall was struck
by acar entering a

roundabout on the

Cotswold Cycling
Holidays, plus
Cycle, trailer &

- Tandem Hire
01242 250642

‘compass.holidays@dial.pipex.com




More Cash For Cycling

Projects

Transport Minister John Spellar an-
nounced, recently, funding for 138 new
cycling projects across the country as
part of Government efforts to encourage
cycling.

Announcing the winners of the Depart-
ment for Transport's Cycling Projects
Fund today on European Cycling Day,
John Spellar said these projects would
receive more than double the initial
funding provided, to atotal of £2.18 mil-
lion.

He said: "We have quite simply been
overwhelmed by the response. The Fund
attracted over 550 bids and the quality of
these projects was so good that | have
decided to provide more than double my
original intention.

"Projects came from al over Eng-

land and from organisationsin both

the private and public sectors. Many
involved innovative partnerships.

The whole scheme clearly captured

the imagination of organisations
working to increase cycling and in

turn reduce car use. | am delighted |

can assist them.

"The success of this scheme should
demonstrate to local authorities just
how much unmet demand there cur-
rently is at local level for improved
cycling facilities. We have been par-
ticularly impressed by the extent to
which scheme promoters have taken

on the responsibility of developing

and managing their own projects. |

now expect local authoritiesto rise

to the challenge that has been set.

Much more funding has been made
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available for small schemes through

the Local Transport Plan process. |
expect to see this deliver a marked
improvement in conditions for cy-
clistsacrossthe country.

"I wish all the winning projects

every success and look forward to
hearing about their progressinthe
future.”

Hundreds of organisations throughout
England were invited in mid March this
year to bid for ashare of a£1lmillion
Government windfall for projects that
could be completed quickly. Thefirst ten
winning projects were announced in
June and the remaining winners were

announced in September.

The winning schemes are diverse. There
are over 30 projectsto provide better
cycle parking and access to schools. Park
and ride schemes at the University of

Y ork and the University of Gloucester-
shire are included and valuable cycle
routes such as the North Wilts Rivers
route and the Eskdale Trail in Cumbria
win funds.

The funding for the University of
Gloucestershire was the only successful
bid in the county, the grant amounting to
£5,405. Bristol clearly got its act to-
gether on thisfunding as no lessthan
seven projects were successful three pro-
jects being awarded £145,000 between
them. The smallest grant £460 was for
Cycle parking at a Bristol city centre
church to meet a demand from the con-
gregation.

http://www.cyclecheltenham.org.uk



Global bike sales soar

According to the Earth Policy Institute,
in the year 2000 world bicycle produc-
tion climbed to 101 million, more than
double the 41 million cars produced.
Sales of bikes are soaring because they
provide affordable mobility for billions
of people, increase physical fitness, alle-
viate traffic congestion, and do not pol-
lute the air or emit climate disrupting
carbon dioxide.

"A half century ago, it was widely ex-
pected that automobile production would
quickly exceed that of bicycles. Indeed
by 1965, car production, which had been
growing rapidly since World War 11,
was poised to overtake hicycle produc-

Transport Professors
Press for Road Charging

Twenty eight transport professors have
signed aletter to Transport Secretary Al-
istair Darling urging him to embrace traf-
fic restraint if real improvementsto road
travel conditions areto be delivered. In
response, Mr Darling has agreed to con-
sider the merits of introducing network-

wide road user charging.
Http://environment.uwe.ac.uk/tps/activities/policy/
policy.htm

|

Il 2 SUFFOLK PARADE. CHELTENHAM.
TEL. (012421235948 FAX

tion. But it never did.
Mounting environ-
mental concerns
slowed the growth in car output and ac-
celerated that of bikes. Between 1969
and 1970, the year of the first Earth Day,
bike sales jumped from 25 million to 36
million. Shortly after the first Earth Day,
the two oil price shocks of the 1970s un-
derlined the risks of oil dependent mo-
bility. Car sales stalled near 30 million
from 1973 to 1983. Bicycle sales, mean-
while, jumped from 52 million to 74 mil-
lion!

* http:/www.earth-policy.org/Updates/

Road Tax Evasion

Last year almost 800,000 car owners
were prosecuted for not having aroad tax
licence. The figure has gone up by 31%
in4years, partly asaresult of better de-
tection.

Drink Driving

Six hundred and sixty five peoplein
England and Wales in the year 2000
were ordered to retake the driving test
following aconviction for drink driving.

FANMILY RUN
SINCE 1959

. (01242) 235948




CCN/CTC Cycle Planning Page 7
Conference

The Autumn 2002 CCN/CTC Cycle Planning Conference will
take place on Saturday 2nd November 2002 at Blackburne
House, Liverpool.
Speakersinclude:
O A member of the National Cycling Strategy Board
O Marcus Jones of AEA Technology, who is contracted to
manage the English Regional Cycling Development
Team
0 Steve Essex, ERCDT appointee for the North West
O PaigeMitchell, of the Slower Speeds Initiative
O John Cocker, Chair of the Merseyside Strategic Planning & Transport Com-
mittee
0 Sarah Dewar, of Travelwise
O Cathy McNulty, Liverpool Cycling Officer
O Roger Geffen, the new CTC Campaigns & Policy Manager

Call for Velo City papers

The 'Call for Papers has been issued for Velo City 2003 which will take placein
Paris from 23rd to 26th September 2003.
The conference will comprisefivetopics:

O Established facts: bicycle use today

O Thefuture, the vision, the aim: amore friendly city

O Integrating the bicycle in comprehensive politics

O Strategies. methods and alliances

O Conditionsfor efficient implementation
Overall the theme of the conferenceis'Le vélo, outil indispensable pour larecon-
quéte delaville' (The bicycle as an essential tool for winning the city back).
The deadline for the submission of abstracts is 15th November 2002. For a sub-
mission form contact velocity2003@mairie-paris.fr.

W THOUSANDS OF BIKES ‘FOR
AVAILABLE ot G

HUNDREDS ON SHOW &4‘ E

All your favourite makes in stock from
Kiddies Tricycles * Junior Bikes » Pavement
Cyciles » BMX = Mountain Bikes « Racers =

Tourers ¢ City Bikes » Tandems and Hybrids

CYCLES 0500 502929 }
The Big Value Cycle Dealer %
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Cycle stands

The cycle stands within the town centre are gener-
ally well used, indeed it is sometimes difficult to
find afree stand against which to park ones bike
and there is a probabl e requirement for more
stands. However, there are other areas of town
which have little or no provision for cycle parking.
If you know of somewhere that could do with
some, or more, cycle stands, please contact the sec-
retary so that can add the requirement to our wish .
list when we next meet with the borough officers. §Thisisareal street scene. Un-
The cycle campaign is also carrying out an audit of |fortunately, you haveto go to
the use of cycle stands available to the publicin the Netherlandsto find it.
Cheltenham. Y ou can help by doing a count of cy-

cles asyou pass any one of the cycle stands. The information we need is: The num-
ber of bikes parked against the stands, the time and date when the count was taken,
the location of the stands. Also please note the number of cycles nearby but not us-
ing the stands and any obstruction of the stands by motorcycles or cars.

Please send your observations by email to secretary @cyclecheltenham.org.uk

Transport 2000 launches new website

T2000 has launched anew website, described as a complete resource on sustainable
transport. The sitewill help to show why we should challenge our over-dependence on
the car and the lorry and look at alternatives, including cycling, more seriously.
Among people likely to find the new website useful are:

« Politicians at local, regional and national level and other decision-makers.

* Transport professionalsin local authorities, transport operators and other companies.
« Journalists and media researchers.

« Transport and environmental campaigners and local activists.

» The genera public, including students and school children.

Thesite provides commentary on awide range of transport issues. It gives

case studies of good practicein, for example, public transport, green

commuting, street management and safe routes to school; it helpslocal

communities tackle traffic problems; and itprovides afull news service on

issuesthat Transport 2000 has aview on. People can also use the site to order publica-
tions and join the organisation as anational supporter. www.transport2000.org.uk

FromCTC Cycle

Diges 2 CCheltenham Cycles]
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Local Issues Page 9

Sainsbury’s Retail Park. We have been in what seems like regular correspondence
with the owners of the Sainsbury’ s site over the inappropriate and potentially danger-
ous speed humps. We hope to see some action improve these traffic calming meas-
ures in the near future. The road through this site was already difficult for cyclists
before these road humps were introduced. The main problems with them are the
steep ramp, which islikely to seriously affect the control of abikeif the cyclist is not
very careful and alack of any cycle bypass at the edges.

Gloucester Road. The new road markings at the traffic lights to the Waitrose devel-
opment show that traffic engineers and developers, apparently, do not think through
the conseguences of what they do. Where elsewould you put traffic, (in this case
bicycles) which islikely to be going straight-on to the left of left turning traffic?
Thisis exactly the situation at the new junction on Gloucester road where the cycle
laneisto theleft of left turning carsand lorries. Thiswill be followed up by CCC,
but don’t be surprised when you hear of an accident at thislocation. (I shall beig-
noring the cyclelaneif going straight on. ED).

Bikes go Free on Midland
Mainline and Virgin

At long last we can bring some good news from the last two inter-city train operators
still making a charge for bikes on trains. Midland Mainline and Virgin Trains have
both announced that they are dropping the £3.00 reservation charge for cycles. Ad-
vance reservations are still essential. It is strongly recommend that cyclists make res-
ervations, which you can do right up to the time of departure of your train, not |least
because this enables the train operatorsto be able to monitor usage of their services
by cyclists.
Butitisnot all good news First Great Western, Wessex Trains and Wales and Bor-
ders charge £3 for cyclists who have not booked areservation at least two hours be-
foretravelling. The advance reservation chargeis£1. Virgin also seem to have some
contradictory policies. They have removed very popular cycle lockers from Wolver-
hampton station and have not provided replacements. Whilst it is now possibleto
take your bike on aVirgin Voyager train without charge, if you have atandem you
will have to find another way to get your bike to your destination. This despite talks
with the CTC and others last

: ; 'year on how it might be possible
Syrefordl g a [ [.e’}/y :jo accommodate tan_dems. Tan

ems are popular with families

¢ 41 Great Norwood Street and are used by partially sighted
people and people with disabil i-
ties.

Paintings | Sculpture | Ceramics
Metalwork | Textiles

ST B
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24th September (Just Another Ride

to the Office).

Putting the family hacks outside this
morning made me realise that autumn is
really with us now. The warm sunny
dayswe've been enjoying in recent
weeks have let the autumn equinox slip
past almost un-noticed. Y et today the
sun had still not risen above the hillside
as the family bikes were lined up ready
for the morning rush to work and school.
The shirt sleeves | have been used to all
summer suddenly seemed inadequate
against the morning chill. Great day for
aday bike ride | thought - never mind,
still pretty good for a pedal to work in-
stead!

A short while later, donning jumper and
jacket, | wobble off down to the end of
the road, momentarily dazzled by the sun
now gleaming through thetrees. | turn
left and down onto Hewlett Road with
not another sign of lifeto be seen, but
first impressions can be deceptive. The
morning calm is suddenly shattered by
the vroom of the wheeled tin boxes rush-
ing towards town. Wannabe Schumach-
ersfind littleto deter their testosterone
fuelled (usually male!) egos on thisroad,
and I've learnt to treat them with the re-
spect they really don't deserve. Pedal-
ling briskly now the chill in the morning
air is confirmed - glad | took the

Graham Ricketts

Rarely doesthis
strategy fail, but
when it doesthe
driver has usually
made such afool
of them self they
know they've done
wrong. Purposefully looking sharp right,
ready to give way to fast moving traffic
from All Saints Road, | head off south
past the shops and over the pedestrian
crossing. Thiscrossing isan lively place
indeed - it all happens here: |ots of near
misses, now made worse by persistent
illegal parking on the crossing or it's ap-
proaches. It is atraffic warden's dream,
but is there onein sight today - not
likely, it'sfar too early!

| vary my exact route, depending on traf-
fic at thetime, and as | gaze down Hew-
lett Road | see some congestion forming
ahead, so | check behind me, signal and
turnright instead. The relative tranquil-
lity of St Anne's Terrace posesitsown
perils: | spot that rare species- an early
morning pedestrian - and | watch they
don't step out in front of me, ringing the
bell politely as | approach. | prepare for
an emergency stop if required, passthem
without incident and arrive at the junc-

gloves out the cupboard!
Approaching Hewlett Road round-
about | adopt the "primary riding
position” (i.e. well out from the
kerb), so avoid being boxed in
against the LH kerbside by cars
trying to squeeze past mein the
last few yards before

77 . the roundabout.
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tion with theinner ring road. Now the
fun begins: my strategy developsinto
true defensive cycling. With toast in

one hand, coffee in the other, mobile on
the earlobe and brain still in bed, some
drivers are clearly not quite with it. Add
to that the misty or frosted windows (that
time of year again) and the fact they are
running late, real live people on bicycles
are the least of their worries this mom-
ing. Not many drivers are like this, but
just one is one too many, so beware. |
pedal quickly to maintain general traffic
speed as best | can, swinging round onto
London Road towards the Strand.
Merging with often fast moving London
Road traffic, much of which changes
lanes |eft to right and vice-versa, | again

adopt the primary position to deter peo-
ple (especialy heavy goods vehicles)
from cutting across me when turning
right into St James Street. Clearing the
junction | then notice a pedestrian stop-
ping the traffic on the crossing, causing a
car that just pulled in front of meto
brake suddenly. | saw the pedestrian ap-
proach the crossing, so why the car over-
takes and then pullsin isamystery to
me. | think that driving in traffic isabit
like chess - to be good you need to be
able to plan ahead to see what might
happen; many people are not good at
chesseither.

More from Grahams ride to the office in the
next issue of Cheltenham Cyclist.

Web sites worth a look

http://www.slower -speeds.sur f3.net/index.htm

Campaigning site for lower speeds on some of our roads.
www.transport2000.org.uk Seearticle for details.

www.ukcycling.net News and views on all cycling matters. Thisisanew address

for the former cyclists.org.uk
www.cyclecheltenham.or g.uk

The web site for the Cheltenham Cycle Campaign.

Dates for Your Diary

Wednesday 6th November 7.30 p.m. Cheltenham Cycle Campaign
AGM followed by atalk given by Alison Parfitt
Saturday 2nd November 2002 CCN/CTC conference see

page 7 for details.

Cheltenham Cycle Campaign meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month
(except August). They are held at the University of Gloucestershire, Francis Close campus, St
Paul’s Road. starting promptly at 19.30Hrs. Usually in room TC 108.
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"@_C'_@T' Join Cheltenham Cycle
Campaign

You can make a difference by joining Cheltenham Cy-
cle Campaign. We aim to improve conditions for g/-
clists, and to make the Cycle Campaign a more effective
organisation. The more supporters we have the better.

Individuals and families can join and local organisations
are welcome to affiliate as associate members.

Name:

Address:

If Joining asafamily pleaselist other
family members.

Post Code:

email:

Telephone No.
Annua Membership £3 Individual £5 Family

£10 Associate

| enclose£  for Individual/Family/Associate* membership and a donation of £

Please send chequesto our Treasurer:Mr A Halls, 14 Durham Close, Warden Hill, Chelten-
ham, GL51 5DF

| hereby give permission to the Cheltenham Cycle Campaign to hold the above detailsin its
records.

signed Date

* Delete as appropriate

Recent Publications Route Management Strategies- CPRE
Published in response to the development of

‘Route Management Strategies’ (RMSs).
RMSs are a new approach by the Highways Agency for trunk road improvements
which look at the whole route as opposed to individual problem areas. CPRE fear
that this could result in damaging proposalsto widen or dual existing roads. The
guide explains how you can influence RM Ss to ensure they make better use of exist-
ing roads. Copies cost £3.50 and are available from CPRE Publications, Warwick

email publications@cpre.org.uk

House, 25 Buckingham Palace Rd. London SW1W OPP,

Editor : David Breeze. Email: d_breeze@lineone.net o
Cheltenham Cycle Campaign is part of the Cycle Campaign Network.

Printed by The Color Co. 294 High St. Cheltenham GL50 3HQ o
Tel: 01242 226332 web address: http://www.color.co.uk

The federation of cycle campaign groups



