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Nicked - for doing 23 mph on his bike
Adam Bevan was pulled up by police - for doing 23 mph on his push bike. 
Officers said he was going too fast on Tewkesbury Road in Cheltenham, which has a 40 mph limit. 
The 29-year-old was shocked when the patrol car, complete with blue flashing lights, stopped him on the dual 
carriageway by the Tesco superstore. 
"I was coming home from my mum's house, along the Lower High Street, towards Tewkesbury Road," Mr Bevan 
said. 
"The wind was behind me and the lights were green so I went straight over the lights at Tesco. I was going quite 
fast. 
"The policeman called me over, took my name and asked me if I knew how fast I was going. 
"I said 'not 40' but he said I was going a bit too fast for a cycle on a dual carriageway. 
"His speedo said 22 to 23 mph and he gave me a ticking off for going too fast." 
Mr Bevan who works as a quality technician at engineering firm Formflo, in Lansdown, uses his bike every day 
to cycle from his home in Swindon Village. 
He said he was riding safely and was surprised to be pulled over. 
"I wasn't flying up the inside of cars or being reckless and the lights were all green," he said.   " I think it's a bit 
unfair because if it's a nice stretch of road and all the lights are green, then you do tend to go a bit faster." 
The keen cyclist said 23 mph is not the fastest speed he has reached on his 21-gear Claude Butler mountain bike. 
He said: "I haven't got a speedo on my bike, but I used to have one on my old bike. "Going down the hill on 
Evesham Road, by the Racecourse, I got up to 28 mph once." 
Speed restrictions for cyclists are the same as those for cars. 
A Gloucestershire Police spokesman said: "The stretch of road where he was stopped has a record of road traffic 
incidents.  "He may have been stopped and warned for his safety because 22 mph is quite fast for a cyclist.  
 "Depending on the conditions, that speed could be construed as dangerous or reckless." 
Garry Handley, Road Safety Team Leader at Gloucestershire County Council said: "We are extremely concerned 
about speed and inappropriate use of speed.   "There are times when even within the speed limit you present a 
danger.  "It's not always about excessive speed. It depends on whether a vehicle can stop safely.   "Cyclists also 
need to think very carefully about their braking systems and pedestrians don't expect a cyclist to approach at 22 
mph." 
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Cheltenham Cyclists Response



CCN/CTC Cycle Planning Conference



by Equals would cover theft or damage, so this 
would have to be covered by the cyclist.  (Third 
party insurance will, usually, only cover the 
second-hand value of a bicycle, whereas most 
cycle policies are now new for old, so the cyclist 
is likely to have better cover on his/her policy. 
ED).
A commuter would leave their cycle there all day 
but they must collect by 17:30.  We need to 
consider what to do in the event of a cycle being 
locked in and its owner locked out.  Andy says 
the area is busy in the summer and quiet in the 
winter.  They could provide lighting.  We need to 
consider the cost and benefit and draw up an 
agreement to avoid confusion.  Andy thinks that 
"Equals" and Cheltenham Borough Council will 
be keen to promote a transport facility which 
promotes all our principles.   Chris Meehan.



STREETS FOR PEOPLE CAMPAIGN AND 
NATIONAL BIKE WEEK

Conferences and Meetings

A transport and Health conference held on June 15th was so successful that a new  
Gloucestershire Health & Transport Forum has been set up.  Cheltenham Cycle Campaign will 
be participating in the Forum.  Elizabeth Dunning, conference organiser has invited 
Cheltenham Cycle Campaign to contribute a Cycling and Health paper to the conference 
proceedings.  



Developers are doing it their way
There is considerable concern that developers may be putting in traffic management systems, under what is 
known as a 106 agreement with the authorisation of council officials.  Thus they are bypassing the usual 
scrutiny given to such schemes.  This has led to a number of  schemes being implemented in a way which 
does not even conform to the councils stated development plan.  In the case of the Marlborough Stirling 
development in St. James Square this has meant that pedestrians and cyclists are likely to be seriously 
inconvenienced.  The council might have to make expensive alterations at a later date to bring this in line 
with their town strategy.  Nearby, at the Waitrose Development there are doubts about the quality of the new 
cycle routes being built by the developer.  Cheltenham Cyclist is in touch with the developer to find out 
more.  The Century Court Development, opposite the Boys College, had the Cheltenham Cyclist not 
intervened a cycle friendly gap at the end of Back-Montpellier Terrace would have been closed.
We intend keeping a close watch on developer led schemes, so please let us know of other places where the 
developers are apparently not conforming to the Cheltenham development plan.



Criteria for High Standards set at
CCN/CTC Spring Conference

School Pupil Analyses Speed Reducer Campaign



Web sites worth a look
http://www.slower-speeds.surf3.net/index.htm
This site gives a thorough debunking  to the misused statistics on the web site of the Association of British 
Drivers 
http://www.ethical-junction.org
Ethical Junction, an organisation promoting morally-conscious lifestyles, is running a transport campaign until 
September with a view to getting people to think about the ethical dimension of how they travel.
http://www.velovision.co.uk
All sorts of articles about cycling in all its forms.
http://www.whatshouldiputonthefence.com/
A somewhat off the wall site.  Well worth a visit.



What Persuades People to Cycle?



The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) [and ex-German environment 
minister] Mr Töpfer has said that 'we must radically rethink our approach to road transportation'. He said this in 
response to growing greenhouse gas and other emissions, and the expectation that both the growth of vehicle 
ownership and kilometres driven will rise. An amazing 25% of all the world's energy is used for transport, and 
80% of this represents vehicular transport. This vehicular transport also accounts for a massive 30% of total 
carbon dioxide emissions, and unlike CO2 emissions in the industrial sector which are coming down, transport 
sector emissions continue to rise. It's a crazy picture and UNEP has always been very firm on this. The 
implication of the positive strategies that Mr Töpfer calls for are very good news for cycling, but more work is 
needed to make the connection clear in the minds of national politicians and policy-makers

Cycling and cyclist casualties fall in 2000




